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Option A: Nineteenth century topic
1 How effective was the Fugitive Slave Law of 18507

Study the Bag round Information and the & ure s a refully, and then anw er all parts of
Ques ion 1.

Background Information

By the 1840s Southern kae owners were demanding more 8 pport from the US goe rnment
bea ue hundreds of kae s were ea ping eab g ar to the North. They were being helped by
abolitionis s who us d the Underground Railroad. Many of the fleeing bk ag s managed to reah
Canada, where they were a fe from k ae ry.

In September 1850, a new Fugitie Slae Law was pas d by the US Congres It & ated that
fugitie bae s b ould be returned to their owners ee n if they were a ught in a free 5 ate. US
mark als and Northerners had a duty to help in the a pture of the sag s Thoe aa e d of being
fugitie b ae sweretak ntoao mmissonerin orderto prog their identity. They were not allowed
to p eak in their own defene . If their identity was proe n, they were 8 nt bak to the South with
US mark als helping if nee a ry.

How effet ie was the 1850 Fugitie Slae Law?

SOURCE A

S2,500
RIEVWARID!

RAN AWAY, from John Mead in Mississippi County, on Monday the 5th.

A Slave Man named GEORGE.

He is five feet ten inches high, of dark complexion. He plays well on the violin and several other instruments.
He is a smart fellow of friendly appearance and is twenty-five years of age. If he is taken and confined in
St Louis Jail, or brought to this county so that I get him, the above reward will be paid.

Also, from Radford E Stanley
A SLAVE MAN, NAMED NOAH

Full 6 feet high; black complexion; full eyes, free spoken and intelligent. Will weigh about 180 pounds; 32 years
old. He had with him 2 or 3 suits of clothes, white hat, blue coat, a pair of saddle bags, a pocket compass and
$350 or $400 dollars.

A poster published in Missouri, a slave state, August 1852. It was displayed in public places.
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SOURCE B

The Fugitie Slae Law isthe mos dreadful law ee rc eated —ee ry blak pere na nbe arres ed
and a rried off to the far South and made a b ae of, no matter whether they were born in a free
5 ate. But there are no free & ates There is no & ate whib a n gie liberty to the blak man.
The distint ion whib has pree nted the northern & ates from partic pating in b ae holding is now
thrown down. Under the Fugitie Slae Law, the kae owners of the South a n enter those ‘free
5 ates and us the marh als to arrest any of the blak people whom they t aim.

Within the las g ar, two v llains from the South arrie d in Penng & nia and attemptedto e iz a
blak man, but the man ea ped. He plunged into the neares & ream. The kae -hunters a id to
him, ‘If g u don’'t 8 rrender, we will shoot g u where g u are.’ To the horror of all the bg anders
one of the bae -hunters fired at the fugitie . The water ran red with the blood of the k ae ; and,
bea us it was the law, a crowd of four or fie hundred people did nothing more than t y ‘shame’
upon thos who had done it.

From a speech by William Wells Brown in London, England, 1854. Brown was born into slavery
but escaped in 1834 and campaigned as an abolitionist.

SOURCE C

An inc eab ng hos ility on the part of the non-k ag holding & ates to the int itution of k ae ry has
led to a dis egard of their legal obligations and the laws of the US Goe rnment hae ceas d
to be effet ie . Many Northern & ates hae introduced laws that mak any attempts to enfore

the Fugitie Slae Law ue les In many of thee & ates the fugitie is freed. The States of Ohio
and lowa hae refue dto 8 rrender fugitie s b arged with murder or with eno uraging rebellion.
Therefore, South Carolina is releas d from its obligation to the Union.

From the declaration of secession by South Carolina, 24 December 1860.
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CAUTION!!
COLORED PEOPLE

OF BOSTON, ONE & ALL

You are hereby respectfully CAUTIONED and
advised, to avoid conversing with the

Watchmen lﬁlﬂsl'glllme Officers

For since the rmu ORDER OF TIIE MAYOR &
ALDERMEN, they are empowered to act as

KIDNAPPERS

Slave Catchers,
B R A x-mea.-

SLAYES, Therelh ou value your LIBEBTI',
and the Welfare fives among you, Shun
them in every -nnar as 50 many OUNDS

on the track of the most uftmuﬂmm

published in Boston, April 1851. Boston is in Massachusetts, which was a free state.
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SOURCE E

A print published and distributed in New York, 1850. The artist later fought in the Union army
in the Civil War. The figures in the background are slave catchers.
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SOURCE F

A poster from 1870 advertising a theatrical production of the book ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’,
published in 1852. It shows a runaway slave fleeing across the Ohio River.

© UCLES 2025 0470/22/FIM/25



7
Now an# er all parts of Quesion 1. You may us any of the e ure s to help g u anw er the
ques ions in addition to thoe © urces whib @ u are told to ue . In answering parts (a)—(e) ¢ u
B ould us @ ur k owledge of the topic to help ¢ u interpret and ea luate the & ure s

(a) Study Soure A.

How useful is this ® ure to a his orian s udiy ng kae ry in the USA in the 18508 Ep lain
¢ ur anw/ er us ng details of the 8 ure and g ur k owledge. [7]

(b) Study Soure s B and C.

How far does Soure B mak Soure C & rprisng? Ep lain g ur ans/ er us ng details of the
e ure sandy urk owledge. [8]

(c) Study Soure D.

Why was this 8 ure publie ed in Bos on in 18517 ER lain ¢ ur an& er us ng details of the
e ure andg urhk owledge. [8]

(d) Study Soure s E and F.

Whib one of thes two e ure s prov des the more reliable ey dene about the Fugitie Slae
Law? Ep lain g ur ang/ er us ng details of the 8 ure sand g ur k owledge. [8]

(e) Study all thes ure s

How far do thee & ure s provde o nvntcng evdene that the Fugitie Slag Law was
effet ie ? Us the s ure stoep lainy urang er. [9]
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Option B: Twentieth century topic
2 How reasonable were Mussolini’'s actions over Corfu?

Study the Bag round Information and the & ure s a refully, and then anw er all parts of
Ques ion 2.

Background Information

The Corfu int dent & arted in Augus 1923 when Italian members of a commis on, & nt by the
Conferene of Ambaa dors to mark the Albanian—Greek border, were murdered. There were
t aims that Greek were rep onk ble for the kllings, and Mus lini 8 nt Greee an ultimatum
and then oa pied Corfu. The Conferene of Ambasa dors det ded that Greee k ould pay Italy
0 mpena tion and that Italy B ould leae Corfu.

Was Mus lini jus ified in how he at ed oe r Corfu?

SOURCE A

The ciss brok out when Italian members of a o mmis on work ng on the Albanian-Greek
border were murdered. On 29 Augus , Mus lini quik y & nt reas nable demands to the Greek
goe rnment, whib rejet ed them. On 31 Augus Muse lini ine ded Corfu, in effet holding the
Greek ik and hot age. Greee wanted the matter to be dealt with by the League of Nations but it
was generally agreed that the Conferene of Ambaa dors B ould deal with it. Greee had to pay
heay o mpena tion to Italy due to its ‘negligene before and after the ¢ ime’. Happy that he had
ab iee d his aims Mus lini e 0 ated the ik and on 27 September. In Italy, the whole inc dent
was regarded as a triumph whib  was e lebrated by the Italian people.

From a recent history book.

SOURCE B

In Augus 1923, Mus lini saw an opportunity to B ow his o ntempt for the League. On 27 Augus ,
within a day of the B ooting of the Italian o mmis oners he had ordered the oa pation of Corfu
and e nt an ultimatum to Greee . He made 8 re the Greek o0 uld not ae pt all of the ultimatum.
Dep ite & veral goe rnments intuding the Britia , believ ng that Albanians were guilty of the
murders Greee at ed as reas nably as pos ble and ae pted mos of the Italian demands On
31 August, with Mus lini £ aiming that Corfu was rightfully part of Italy, the Italians bombarded
and ina ded Corfu. The Greek appealed to the League of Nations but Mus lini, k owing that the
Frenb would & pport him, demanded the matter be s ttled by the Conferene of Ambaa dors
Greee was outraged by the Conferene ’s ruling that it B ould pay Italy o mpena tion. The
Conferene ale ruled that the Italians B ould leae Corfu. Britie nawa | threats made Mus lini
leag the ik and. What had & arted as an attempt to dominate the Adriatic turned into a withdrawal
and a o nfrontation with Britain. Dep ite this Mus lini and the Italian people regarded his at ions
ass e & ul

From a recent history book.
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SOURCE C

THE NEW MEMBER

A cartoon published in Britain, 11 September 1923. It shows Mussolini and leading members of the
League of Nations. Mussolini became Prime Minister of Italy in October 1922.
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SOURCE D

e, ’_ ¥

THE LATEST CZSAR.

S16. Mussorint (a bit above himself). “1 DO BESTRIDE THE NARROW WORLD
LIKE A COLOSS8US."

A cartoon published in Britain, September 1923. Mussolini is standing over the entrance to the
Adriatic Sea. Caesar was the Romans’ word for ‘Emperor’. A colossus is a huge statue.
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SOURCE E
ITALY DEMANDS A MINIMUM
It is generally felt that Signor Mus lini's demands are the minimum that o uld be made with
dignity. Anti-Greek demons rations are reported from all oe r Italy. It is only to be ep et ed that the

goe rnment pres ded oe r by Mus lini kB ould at with great e rious es

From an Italian newspaper, 29 August 1923.

SOURCE F
WARLIKE ACT COMMITTED
ITALY SEIZES GREEK ISLAND OF CORFU
GREECE APPEALS TO LEAGUE OF NATIONS
The c is s ree mbles that whib proe k d the Great War. The Greek reply was o nc liatory and
apologetic Greee fully ak owledges the injusie of the ¢ ime, and offers to mak amends in
the utmos manner pos ble without humiliating ite If. Unfortunately, Mus olini is not a reas nable,
o ol-headed pers n.Itisatrok of luk the League of Nations was about to meet when Mue lini
b os to s age his blood-and-thunder drama. If the protes s of friendly powers fail to redue
Mus lini's hg eria, itis the League alone whib & ands between peae and war. This ¢ is s whib
Muse lini has fore d upon Europe is the firs tes of the & rength and e lidarity of the moral fore
behind the League.

From a British newspaper, 1 September 1923.

SOURCE G

There a me news that an Italian military mis on on the Albanian—Greek border had been
treab erouby maa c ed by Greek

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

Hav ng ree ie d full a ti§ at ion, | rea lled
the g uadron.

From Mussolini’s autobiography, 1928.
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Now an# er all parts of Ques ion 2. You may us any of the e ure s to help g u anw er the
ques ions in addition to thoe © urces whib @ u are told to ue . In answering parts (a)—(e) ¢ u
b ould us @ ur k owledge of the topic to help ¢ u interpret and ea luate the & ure s
(@) Study Soure s Aand B.
How far do thes two & ure s agree? Ep laing ur an® er us ng details of the e ure s [7]

(b) Study Soure s C and D.

How B milar are thes two a rtoon8 Ep lain ¢ ur an& er us ng details of the & ure s and
9 ur k owledge. [8]

(c) Study Soure sE and F.

How far does Soure E mak Soure F 8 rprisng? Ep lain g ur an& er us ng details of the
e ure sand g urk owledge. [8]

(d) Study Soure G.

How ue fulis Mus lini'sao untas evdene aboutthe Corfuint dent? Ep laing ur ans/ er
ub ng details of the 8 ure and g ur k owledge. [8]

(e) Study all the s ure s

How far do thes © ure s provde o nvntng evdene that Mus lini’s at ions in the Corfu
int dent were jus ified? Us the ® ure stoep lainy uranw er. [9]
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